9=          THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
the Tehga country there is no permanent shrine at all,
rjt a temporary one is put up made of bamboo and
cloth to accommodate the deity whenever a festival is
held. It seems probable that this " tent of meeting"
rspresents the primitive use, and that the permanent
shrine was a later development, when individual wor-
shippers began to make offerings in times of domestic
trouble, and when the village community as a whole
realized more fully the need of help and protection in
the ordinary aSairs of daily life.
Symbols. The images or symbols, by which the
village deities are represented, are almost as diverse as
their names. In some of the more primitive villages
there is no permanent image or symbol of the deity at
all; but a clay figure of the goddess is made by the
potter, or the goldsmith, for each festival and then cast
away beyond the boundaries of the village when the
festival is ended. In other villages the deity is repre-
sented simply by a stone pillar standing in a field, or on
a stone platform under a tree, or in a small enclosure
surrounded by a stone wall. Often the stones, which
represent the different deities, are simply small conical
stones not more than five or sis inches high, blackened
with the anointing oil. It is difficult to see anything at
all peculiar in them which in any way fits them to be
symbols of the goddesses or their male attendants. In
more civilized parts a slab of stone has the figure of a
woman roughly carved upon it, sometimes with four,
six, or eight arms, holding various implements in her
hands, sometimes with only two arms, and sometimes
with none at all.
Here is the description of a typical image which I
saw in the Trichinopoly district. It was a stone figure
of a woman, about two and a half feet high, with eight
arms, and in her hands a knife, a shield, a bell, a devil's
head, a drum, a three-pronged fork, a goad, and a piece
of rope :* truly a collection of articles worthy of a
schoolboy's pocket I Another image of the goddess
1 Most of these objects appear in the hands of images of Siva
or of his wife Kali.